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Where it all began...

MR (1896-1964)
Graduate of Columbia/NYU (1919-1922)
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From Individual to Collective: The B 3£ "Movement"
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y = % to the United States for their
studies and returned to build

careers in China..
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In 2025, over 300,000 Chinese
students are enrolled in
American universities.
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Change in scale and perspective
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New methodology

Reconstruct the &8 . ..:..
— f'.‘\

population in a relational
biographical database.

Transnational and
multigenerational perspective
on students’trajectories,
networks, and discourses.

Leverage massive digitized
sources (directories, journals)
through computational
methods.
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New questions

How did U.S education
reshape Chinese
meritocracy?

How did transnational

networks both sustain

and complicate China-
U.S. ties?

What/Who shaped
conflicting narratives
surrounding the B8 3£?
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Data Sources
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Partner Datasets

Directories (CUSD, CERD

Journals Dictionaries

Archives

, MCBD)
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Structured

Non-structured
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From Sources to Data (1)

AEx BER+MUE, IHEEAN, REE+HLEKRE,
AME 2RSS, RERTAZEHRER, BEER
IEBNHERE HEBEIARIEETCELAHBTI R
BeE, TREBAFES N HIERFTEERS
m, DEEAZPFEREE, BREF, LREIE;
FEBERE, H%, MEBFZHIE, BEEEZHE
B, EERRZER, LUSHBEF), BE&E, ELE
B, SEHEATI, CEIRRLRBFIREEE, Sl k, B
BE MRS LUERERR, RAEIL, ZEHEER
HERATE, BELE, FRIBICES FRATR
S e B, BEITk, BERKBEIZEN, MiEkERE

isiagia o | BEEXTS BHSEEEER, HAENRBECEEE

=

Mg RIET S CHE S (RIILMIFET, FEEIRMA

(&)
P 1t nrgmacxe o !
2 ggé? , fidaiiat! BES, LBMzHES HESALHE K RED
p i3 \ % BETEEEZE NE BRDAMAELS
Y N B Y v — NN gt s s .
el L b RES, IHMEA, REME SIFAUmEhES
ETELE PR L H LT %, WRHR ME F0, SRR D AR 2
Higie Bifiafiand FpONT, NBBH, SBITHCHERES, MAE—
5T REgsER BRifoibs RET, £4HKHKSFAANESHENERHTE, FL
f333iE  BEREEiellielfs R, WETR REMA, DMELHITHRT, #HiE
Tiafiier  Bifsifiitiio BEBEE, MESWMEERIE, RENATCAZ
G BRI AE, EREES RAFEE_EATA,
i .EFA . &%, BREEIR BFRHMG BHEE,
iad S ey
i V7 Y ABE, WIFLA, BEALSR MILEIERTS
83, i1, dgEE- B%, CEIHESHERRBIAN L HERSH,
i _g%; WiE LAH RS R=MEE TRETE RELED
2’{;&2 = gggng BHELBEXTABANEEEESR,
i B ARES
iiade 41 Ta T, E-tAR HELE BESh, BRBER
HE HERRRLRE, TEAT, BEBEES,

”nage Full text



From Sources to Data (2
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Applications:
Three Pilot Studies



1) A Study of Social Mobility
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Ting, I-Hsien.—Boruin Tinghai, Chekiang, 1860. Married, 1882.
Studied at Educational Mission School, Shanghai, 1872-
America, July, 1873. Government .~up!u||. Prepared for colleg
High School, Mass., 1876-80. Studied at Harvard University, 1S80-81.
Returned to China, October, 1881, \lmlAl Torpedo Warfare

at Taku Fort, I
1881-84. English Reporter, Shangha J0Cs dpe 85. Clerk, Customs -
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Tyau, Edward S.—Bora in Sunning, Kwangtung, 1881, Married,
1908. Studied at St. Peter’s School, Honolalu, 1895-96; at lolani College,
Honolulu, 1896-98; at St. Johu's University, Shanghai, 1898-1908. M. D,
1908. Awarded first prizes for obstetrics and all round studies, 1908. House
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Post-Return Careers

High geographical and horizontal
mobility

Status rises over time

e Concentration in the education
sector as the main entry point

Officialdom remains attractive but
accessed via diverse paths

* Career patterns shaped by
generation and specialization

Armand, Cécile. “Neither Success Nor Failure: A Sequence Analysis of
Post-Return Careers of U.S.-Educated Chinese Elites (1850-1917),
Taming the Digital Dragon (forthcoming)
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Intergenerational Effects and Family Strategies

* American degrees extended civil
service exam traditions

* Elite & Christianized backgrounds

* Influence of uncles, endogamy, role
distribution among siblings

* Self-funded students broadened the
social significance of study abroad

* Two intergenerational patterns:
diversification & social ascent

Armand, Cécile. “Reshaping the Chinese Ladder of Success in the
Era of Globalization: Family Strategies and Social Mobility of Early
American-educated Chinese (1850-1917),” Twentieth-Century China
(forthcoming, January 2026).




(2) Sino-U.S. Alumni Networks
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Typical paths

High mobility during studies

East Coast concentration
around prestigious universities

Expansion into the Midwest

Shared affiliations create
bonds of varied nature and

Intensity

=== Tientsin Putung Middle School

[ Peking Methodist University
~—3 Boone University

=== Canton Christian College

=== Hanlin Academy

=== Lowrie Institute

=== McKinley High School

Peiyang University

= McTyeire School
[ Peking Government University.
= Yu Tsai School
[0 Queen's College.

—
Nanyang College

| Soochow University
Tsing Hua Colleg; = ” > Sl

St. John's University

Uj Nanyang Middle School & —
== Anglo-Chinese College (Tientsin)

Soochow English Language School

Fu Tan College
= Shantung Provincial College

Railway and i ing College

=== Tung Wen College

William Nast College

=== Ohio Wesleyan University
==== Massachusetts Agricultural College

Harvard University

Columbia University

=== \Wellesley College
- mmmm University of Chicago
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- University of Pennsylvania
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==== Syracuse University
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Multiple Communities

Columbia-YMCA-F y Community 2: American Parochials

e Dense web of embedded
connections

e Communities formed around
shared alma mater, specialization,
locality, and extracurricular
interests

e Structural holes and divides persist
— few brokers bridged the gaps




(3) Narratives on Japan/U.S.-Returned Students

Comparing US and Japan- returned

ii ii Ii Il studentsin 5 #55 (1904-1948)
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. S 1 : :
ES, ‘,42‘ oo 0 international contexts
AN
i
NP A L)

- Authorship matters (generation

LJ
oy and profession)

Mixed-method (computational

NN
and close reading)

A\
L
_—
]
]
]

e
5”:‘7@_

18siasy 2

’A > »
k‘:: N Rnn?)s

Armand Cécile. “Beyond “Revolutionaries” and “Modernizers”: A Corpus-Driven, Comparative Analysis of
Japanese- and American-Returned Students in Dongfang Zazhi (1905-1948)” (forthcoming).



Sentiment value over time
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What’s Next?

Scaling Up / Case Studies



The LiuMei Biographical Database (LMBD
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The LiuMel Textual Database (LMTD)
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“Augmented” Prosopography

e Tracing trajectories and transitions across
generations

Why e Affiliation and personal networks

e Contextualizing discourses about and by &

Databases

Matter?

e Modern Chinese academia and scientific
exchanges

e Global capitalism with Chinese characteristics

e Chinese women in US education: Trailblazers
or everywomen?




Contributions & Future Directions

Transnational, longue-durée perspective on
modern Chinese history

Bridge archival and computational methods to

address issues of scale and source fragmentation

International and interdisciplinary collaborations
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